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OUR Boards

DEVELOPMENT 
AUTHORITY
of Cherokee County
(DACC)

CHEROKEE COUNTY
Development Authority

(CCDA)

• Constitutional Authority

• Incentives
• City Representation
• Revenue from fee income

• Public -Private Partnership

• 501(c)3
• Diversifies funding
• Strategic Initiatives

• Takes Cherokee to the next level

• Statutory Authority

• Recruitment, Retention, 
Expansion

• Real Estate Development

• Financing for some projects
• Funded by county & cities

Three boards. One strategy.



OUR Team

Heath Tippens

Justina Brown

Katie Berg

Jonathan Chambers

Kristyne Davis

Lee Freeman -Smith

Elise Holcomb

Laura Lawson

Amy Leatherman

Molly Mercer

Videssa Ormsby

President
Director of Talent Development
Marketing Consultant
Community Manager of Entrepreneurship
Operations Manager
Program Manager
Communications & Project Manager
Project Manager
Workforce Programs Manager
Director of Film
Events Manager



2025 Year in Review
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GOAL Areas



Progress with Product



THRIVING  Industry



CONNECTING Talent to Opportunity

CHEROKEE
Summer Internship Program

Growing Local Talent Through Entrepreneurship



EMPOWERING STUDENTS
Elevating Skilled Professions

4,489  CCSD Participants

22,180  Statewide Participants

Top 5 Career Interests  

Healthcare Tech

Welder

Electrician

Computer Programmer

Automation/Robotics



COMMUNITY Behind the Camera



Our mission is simple - to make 
launching and scaling ventures 
more accessible and easier to 
navigate for entrepreneurs of 
all stages by connecting them 
to the education, resources, 
and community they need. TRANSFORMATIVE BUSINESS STRATEGY 

BOOTCAMP

COMMUNITY-DRIVEN EDUCATIONAL 
PRESENTATIONS

BUDGET-FRIENDLY COWORKING 
SPACE

TEAM-BASED 
BUSINESS 
MENTORING



BUILDING On a Strong Foundation

“We are so happy to have found the support that Cherokee County offers 
for small businesses. Having started our journey at home during COVID, 
we really didn’t start out with a community. Through the Cherokee Office 
of Economic Development and the amazing programs they offer, we have 
gained more than just resources – we have gained a community of 
supportive and engaged small businesses.” 

– Ericka Axelsson, Inventor & Chief Cloud Maker at The Cloud Makers, 
former Fresh Start Mornings presenter, LaunchPad Bootcamp graduate, 
and North Atlanta Venture Mentoring Service participant 



A FRESH  Look



@CherokeeOEDcherokeega.org

CONNECT With Us



STRONG Beginning to 2026
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